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since it enabled the Japanese to make peace on terms that were
acceptable to Russia, while without the safety assured to them by
the Agreement they would probably have preferred to continue
the war." l What the Tsar said to this ingenious argument is not
recorded.
A week later the Tsar was fighting for his throne against a revolu-
tionary outbreak, and foreign policy passed into the background.
On December 5 the British Government resigned and Lansdowne
quitted office. But the foundation had been laid and Sir Edward
Grey, the new Foreign Secretary, proceeded at once to build on it.
On December 13 he told Count Benckendorff, the Russian Am-
bassador in London, he had hoped an agreement might be reached
between Great Britain and Russia on questions outstanding which
divided them, and that though he would refrain from pressing the
question at the moment, " it would be the policy of the Government
not to do anything which would make the resumption of negotiations
or a settlement more difficult later on." Count Benckendorff ex-
pressed great satisfaction at this, and asked leave to pass it on to his
Government.
Good relations with Russia were part of the Gladstonian tradition
of the Liberal party, and powerful Radical journalists like W. T. Stead
had continued to advocate them in the most adverse circumstances, not
the least of which had been the steady refusal of the Tsardom to con-
form to British Liberal ideas. The winter of 1905-6 was from that
point of view peculiarly unfavourable. The attempted revolution
was being repressed with a heavy hand, and the shootings, hangings
and heavy sentences to exile and imprisonment which accompanied
the process were horrifying to British Liberals. But this to Count
Witte seemed the moment when British sympathy would be most
valuable. During the war, he said, " what Russia had needed was
a strong military friend on her border. This need Germany had
supplied. But now what Russia needed was not so much the support
of a military Power as that of a great Liberal and commercial, Power.
1 Gopch and Temperley, Vol. IV, pp. 215-16.
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